46    STORIES  THAT WORDS TELL  US.

Roman times, and on into the Middle Ages and
modern times.

The great French fortress town of Verdun, which
everybody has heard of because of its wonderful
resistance to the German attacks in 1916, is also
an old Celtic town with this Celtic ending to its
name. It was already an important town when
the Romans conquered Gaul, and it has played a
notable part in history ever since. Its full name
means " the fort on the water," just as Dundee
(from Dun-tatha) probably meant " the fort on the
Tay."

By merely looking at a" map of England, any one
who knows anything of the Latin language can pick
out many names which come from that language,
and which must have been given in the days when
the Romans had conquered Britain. The ending
caster of so many names in the north of England,
and Chester in the Midlands, xeter in the west of
England, and caer in Wales, all come from the same
Latin word, castrum, which means a military camp
or fortified place. So that we might guess, if we
did not know, that at Lancaster, Doncaster, Man-
chester, Winchester, Exeter, and at the old capital
of the famous King Arthur, Caerleon, there were
some of those Roman camps which were dotted
over England in the days when the Romans ruled
the land.

Here the Roman officers lived with their wives
and families, and the Roman soldiers too, and here